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TECHNICAL DATA SHEET: 

 

PRODUCT: 086 ELECTRIC CABLE BELOW TAPE 

 

TECHNICAL DETAILS: 

 

DESCIPTION: High quality, cost-effective non-adhesive polythene tape overprinted in black 

with a warning text. 

 

USES: Once buried over electricity cables, this tape alerts excavation crews to the imminent 

danger and allows instant identification of the buried service. 

 

APPEARANCE: 

Base colour: Yellow (from lead free pigments) 

Print colour: Black (resistant to ground chemicals) 

Text: CAUTION CAUTION CAUTION. ELECTRIC CABLE BELOW 

repeated at intervals of no more than 500mm 

 

ROLL SIZE: 

Width:   150mm 

Length:  365 metres 

Thickness:  0.05mm (50 microns) 

 

TECHNICAL INFORMATION: 

Weight:  approximately 2.5 Kgs per roll 

 

Except where indicated otherwise, the above figures are average values and should not be 

regarded as maximum or minimum values for specification purposes. The company reserve the 

right to improve products and change specifications which may alter performance. We advise the 

customer to test the material required to ensure the suitability of intended application. 

 

 

HEALTH AND SAFETY 

'CONTROL OF SUBSTANCES HAZARDOUS TO HEALTH REGULATIONS - 1988' 

 

The flexible polyethylene products produced and supplied are not substances identified as 

hazardous to health under the Regulation and is therefore not included in the 'Occupational 



Exposure Limits 1989' Guidance Note E440/89 published by the Health and Safety Executive. 

 

However, product may become hazardous if not properly handled; we therefore attach, for your 

information, the Health and Safety Data Sheet as a guide to the use, conversion and handling of 

the flexible polyethylene films. 

 

HEALTH AND SAFETY DATA SHEET 

 

A guide for the use, conversion and handling of flexible polyethylene films and packaging. 

 

INTRODUCTION: This Health and Safety Data sheet outlines the general precautions which 

should be taken in handling, processing and normal uses of polyethylene films. This document 

does not include discussion on the suitability of the material for any particular application, or any 

precautions that may be necessary during the use in services of any product made from, or 

incorporating any product supplied by Directa UK. 

 

TOXICITY: Low Density Polyethylene film is considered to be chemically unreactive, and is 

generally regarded as biologically inert. 

 

INHALATION: At ambient temperatures there is no release of any obnoxious fumes. 

 

INGESTION: Although polyethylene can be regarded as harmless, certain components and 

masterbatches contain additives which could be harmful and therefore ingestion must be avoided 

and must be kept out of reach of children. 

 

PHYSICAL CONTACT: Whilst not considered an irritant, hard particles can have an abrasive 

effect on the skin. Polyethylene films and bags must be kept out of the reach of children, as 

suffocation is a real threat if pulled over the head covering air passage ways. 

 

FLAMMABILITY: 

• Ignition and Burning Characteristics: When homopolymeric polyethylene film is heated in 

air, melting will occur at 105 deg. C - 115 deg. C and decomposition will commence at about 

300 deg. C. When heated above this temperature carbon monoxide and water, plus small 

amounts of various hydrocarbons and aldehydes, will result. The evolved gases may ignite 

and provide heat which will accelerate combustion of more polyethylene or any other 

combustible material in the vicinity. Burning is accompanied by the release of flaming 

molten droplets of Polymer which could ignite adjacent flammable material. Carbonisation 

also occurs, and some of the carbon is released as soot. These comments can only be of a 

general nature, since the conditions in a real fire situation can never be fully predicted. They 

will depend on many factors such as location, the oxygen availability and the presence of 

other flammable materials. 

• Products of Combustion: The main combustion product in flaming conditions is generally 

carbon dioxide, though lack of oxygen or rapid extinguishing of the fire often leads to the 

smoke containing appreciable levels of carbon monoxide, acrolein and other toxic aldehydes. 

The combustion behaviour is very similar to that of wood and other cellulosic materials, 

though there are differences in detail. 

• Handling: Due to the slippery nature of polyethylene films, work areas, floors and other 

walkways should be kept clear of any material. 

 



WASTE DISPOSAL: Waste or scrap polyethylene film for disposal is not classified as 

'Notifiable Waste' under the Disposal of Poisonous Wastes Act 1972 and may be disposed of at 

approved land fill tips, or by incineration under approved conditions in compliance with the 

requirements of the Control of Pollution Act 1974. Advice on the preferred method should be 

obtained from the Local Authority Waste Disposal Officer. Recycling is now also readily 

available. 

 

RECOMMENDED FIRST AID TREATMENT: 

• Eyes: Should any polyethylene product enter the eyes, copious volumes of water should be 

used to flush out the material. Medical attention should be sought immediately. 

• Inhalation: Any person affected by the inhalation of any emitted fumes should be removed 

from the vicinity immediately and into fresh air and kept warm. If required, artificial 

respiration should be applied and medical attention sought immediately. 

• Burns: Any molten material on the skin should be cooled immediately e.g. with cold water, 

but should not be pulled off if attached to the skin. Medical attention should be sought. 

• Medical Attention: It is important that medical staff, first aiders, or other medical contacts 

should be made aware of the nature of the material. 

 

This information is based on current knowledge and experience. Its purpose is to describe our 

Health and Safety requirements and should not be treated as a specification. 
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